To Whom It May Concern: March 14, 2005

As the Owner/Director of a Childcare Center, I am writing to inform you of some important
recommendations that I strongly feel must be made to the proposed revisions of the childcare licensing
rules. My Center, Stepping Stones Daycare and Preschool, is a small, for-profit, one-room Center in the
city of Midland, Michigan, licensed for 34 children, ages 2 1/2 — 12 years. We provide before/after
school care, a fantastic preschool program, part/full-time childcare, and an educational summer program.

While there are numerous rule changes that I am extremely worried about, the changes that I feel will
have the biggest financial burden on Centers and families are as follows:

1.

R 400.5102a - Staff Training Requirements.

As current license rules are written, there are no staff training requirements, except for CPR and
First Aid training only. However, the Advisory Committee is proposing a drastic increase in staff
training hours, as follows:

All caregivers shall complete annual training, exclusive of CPR, First Aid, and

Blood Borne Pathogen training. Eight clock hours of training shall be completed the first
year after the effective date of these rules; Twelve clock hours of training shall be completed
the second year; and Sixteen clock hours of training shall be completed the third year and
annually thereafter.

I have many concerns over these new proposed staff training requirements. I feel that requiring
centers to go from no staff training hours to 16 is extremely excessive. Yes, they are giving us 3
years to build up to 16, but it is still a huge increase. Also, why aren’t CPR, First Aid and Blood
Bome Pathogens included in this 16? Does the Committee understand how expensive these
trainings are? In addition, how are Centers going to pay for these additional 16 hours, not
including the other 3 we are just “required” to do? Yes, the Committee has said that we can
conduct the 16 hours of training “in house” to cut down on expense, but I will still have to pay
wages to all of my employees in order to meet these 16 hours. I understand the need for staff
training to help insure a better quality place for the children we serve, but these rules also need to
be realistic! Where is that money going to come from to pay for this training? I will have to raise
my parent’s childcare rates, which I do not want to do, because many of my families are already
struggling to pay their childcare bills.

R 400.5103 - Program director qualifications; responsibilities.
As current license rules are written, Program Director qualifications are as follows:

-At least 60 semester hours of credit at an accredited college or university with 12 semester hours
in early childhood, child psychology or child development, or

-Possess the Child Development Associate Credential, a Montessori Credential, or similar
credential with at least 12 semester hours in early childhood, child psychology or child
development

However, the Advisory Committee is recommending that anyone working as a Program Director
for less than 5 years at the time the new rules go into effect will have two years to increase their
semester hours from 12 to 18, plus have additional hours of experience. First of all, I would like
to say that [ am extremely offended with this rule revision. I have been doing my job as a
Program Director for over 4 years now, and I feel that I do it exceptionally well. Why all the
sudden am I unqualified? I obtained my role as Program Director under the qualifications of 60
semester hours with 12 in early childhood. I actually have a Bachelor Degree in Business
Administration as well. However, with this rule revision, I would have to go back to school to
get 6 more credits of education because I have been a Program Director less than 5 years. | have
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never heard of a “boss” hiring someone with “said” qualifications, then down the road saying,
“Well, I have changed my mind, unless you go back to school, you can’t have your job anymore.”
They are essentially doing the same thing to all Directors who have been working in this capacity
less than 5 years that don’t possess these new qualifications. If the Committee feels that more
education is beneficial, then they should require it of “new” Program Directors only, and
grandfather in existing Program Directors. I have done an outstanding job and I feel that this
additional education requirement is a “slap in the face” and I do not deserve to be treated that way
in my own business! Unfortunately, for many current Program Directors, they cannot afford to
g0 back to school and will lose their jobs. In addition, this is another expense of going back to
school that I would have to incur, thus again I would be forced to raise my childcare rates and my
families simply won’t be able to afford it!

3. R 400.5103a. Lead caregiver qualifications; responsibilities.
The way the current license rules are written, there are no Lead caregiver qualifications.
However, the Committee is recommending a drastic new role for Lead caregivers that possess at
least one of the following:

a Associate’s degree in early childhood education or child development

b. Child Development Associate Credential, plus 6 semester hours in a child related
field, plus 520 hours of experience

c. Montessori Credential, plus 520 hours of experience

d. High school diploma, plus 12 semester hours in a child related field, plus 1040 hours
of experience

e. High school diploma, with a combination of 12 semester hours and/or 18 CEU’s to
equal 180 hours in a child related field, plus 2080 hours of experience

f. High school diploma, with a combination of 6 semester hours and/or 9 CEU’s to

equal 90 clock hours in a child related field, plus 4160 hours of experience

I have many concerns over these new proposed Lead Caregiver qualifications. First, I feel that
requiring us to go from no lead caregiver requirements to this is extremely excessive. Yes, these
new qualifications would be great in an “ideal” world, but there are many financial burdens that
arise from these proposed changes that I do not feel the Committee looked at. These changes
would require Centers to have one of these “lead caregivers” in each room with each “group” of
children we provide care for. 1 am very concerned because these “educated” and “trained” people
are going to want to be paid a much higher salary, and where is this money going to come from?
Payroll is my biggest expense, and I can barely make ends meet now, so I would be forced to
AGAIN raise my rates to parents. I don’t understand how the Advisory Committee can say that
these new proposed changes would hardly affect Centers financially. They are wrong, and in the
end, it is the parents who will suffer greatly!

4. R 400.5105¢ Group size for preschool children.
The way the current license rules are written, there is no cap on the number of children you can
have in a group, as long as you do not exceed your licensed capacity set by the State and follow
current adult to child ratios. However, the Advisory Committee is recommending that maximum
group sizes be established per age group as follows:

For children 3 years of age, the maximum group size is 20.
For children 4 years of age, the maximum group size is 24.
When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space,
the group size shall be determined by the age of the youngest child in the group.




Page Three
What does this rule change mean to many others and myself? I will have two options:

A, Cut my daily enroliment by 41%
a. Causing us to raise our rates to families considerably
B. Construct a divider wall in our one and only room, thus:
Limiting children’s interactions with older siblings
Limiting educational choices that are available
Loss of our ONLY large motor area
Increased rates to parents in order to pay for this wall to be constructed,
thus losing families who will turn to less quality care or quit their jobs
and stay home

o op

To solve this problem, our Center gave the Committee a recommendation at the informal Public
Forum to lower teacher to child ratios from the current 1:10 to 1:8, which we already operate at
anyway in order to provide top quality care. This smaller ratio would allow us to maintain our
one small room, with no divisions, and would provide the children with the better quality care
they already get. However, when the Committee made their final revisions, they ignored our
request and pleas for re-evaluation. In addition, the Committee is giving an exception to this rule
to all Certified Montessori Schools, as their classrooms are set up similar to mine and they
wouldn’t be able to meet this group size requirement. My question is, how can they give this
exception to only Montessori and not to me? Just because we have different philosophies doesn’t
mean they provide any better care than I do. 7 am extremely upset about this exceplion they are
making and feel that the rest of the licensed centers are being discriminated against. To me, the
lower ratio would be a much better solution for all of us.

For your information, my Center is also in the process of preparing for accreditation through the
National Association for the Education of Young Children. I have spent the past three years
remodeling my Center to meet NAEYC’s specifications, i.e. setting up specific play areas to offer
different types of sensory choices. If I have to build a dividing wall, areas like my “quiet area”
will no longer be available to all of the children. To me, and my parents, adding this wall isn’t
going to allow us to provide better quality care, it will only inhibit it more. And what
happens to my three years of work striving to meet accreditation standards?

While I can certainly understand the Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee’s goal of trying to
enhance the quality in all childcare centers across the State, I am overwhelmingly concerned about their
drastic suggested changes (they doubled the size of the current rule book) and the financial impact they
will have on daycare centers and the parents we serve. As you can see from all of these examples (and I
only mentioned a few of the many changes that will have a financial impact on me), the bottom line is
that the majority of daycare centers will have no choice but to raise their rates to parents in order to meet
these new requirements or they will have to CLOSE THEIR DOORS!

Shouldn’t our number one goal be to take care of these children? What is going to happen to the children
when their parents have to pull them out of a licensed childcare because they can’t afford to pay for it
anymore? Childcare will just be for the “rich”, and the poor and middle class will be left behind.
Currently, 18% of my families receive childcare assistance from the Family Independence Agency. If
these changes pass and I am forced to raise my rates, is the State going to step up to the plate and raise
their reimbursement rate to providers so these struggling parents can still afford childcare? 1 seriously
doubt it! For your information, 12% of my families make less than 30,000/year, and 22% of their
monthly budget pays for childcare. In addition, 10% of my families make less than 20,000/year, with
31% of their monthly budget paying for childcare. Many of the families [ serve are already struggling to
pay their daycare rates and if [ am forced to raise rates in order to pay for all these licensing changes, my
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families will have to find less quality, alternative care or quit their jobs and stay home. In an already
struggling economy in a State that is in last place for unemployment in our Country, I find it very hard to
believe that the Committee has really thought about the financial impact these changes will create.

For your review, I am also enclosing copies of support letters that my parents signed back in October,
2004, when these rule changes were first introduced. As you can see from many of the comments, my
parents are not in support of these changes, nor can they afford to pay any more for childcare.

Unfortunately, we are now in a state of urgency, as these proposed rules are currently in their final stage
of approval. Therefore, we are now asking for your help! Please assist us in making a difference in the
children’s lives we serve by getting these proposed rules changed once again. Istrongly feel that
changes could be made to these proposed rules to help satisfy everyone involved, without sacrificing
the quality of care we already provide!

If you have any questions, please call me at 989-615-2638. 1 would be happy to answer any questions or
better clarify any of these issues if necessary. Also, I thank you, in advance, for your support and
assistance with these very important issues. If the Governor’s philosophy is to LEAVE NO CHILD
BEHIND, then we must act now to make changes to these rules to insure that every parent can afford a
quality childcare program!

Sincerely,
iy Jgaiaes

Emily Squires
Owner/Director, Stepping Stones Daycare and Preschool, Midland

Enclosures
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To:  Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

I understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

| can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enrollment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enrollment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforteq by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

| prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. [ strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn.
families across the State.

Sincerely,
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To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolied at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

I understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

I can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enroliment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enroliment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,



quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

| prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,
families across the State.
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Additional Comments:

I have a Master’s Degree in elementary education and therefore have studied child development
and child psychology. I pulled my children FROM a childcare exactly like what is portrayed as
“legal” based on the criteria in the proposed R400.5105b. I chose Stepping Stones (where my
children are currently enrolled) because my children could play, eat, nap and learn tfogether. That
was my number one reason. The ideal is for the mother to stay home with her children. Should
we not model our ideal daycare after that same philosophy? A mother encourages interaction
between her multi-aged children. The opportunity to work together enhances family bonding, as
well as, personal security. Read about Erickson’s well-known studies and theories of
psychosocial development. I want my children to have a strong sense of self and a strong sense
of family. Stepping Stones’ multi-aged environment facilitates that.

[ also appreciate the versatility provided by the open floor plan. Gross motor skills are extremely
important at these ages. In fact, a child’s gross motor skills are linked to their cognitive
development. Stepping Stones uses this large open area to teach and develop gross motor skills
on those cold or rainy days when Michigan children are trapped inside. Separate rooms would
limit his movement and therefore, his gross motor skills. The open environment also provides
my child with many choices to foster and nurture his cognitive development. Studies are proving
that choice enhances cognitive development. He may choose from dramatic play, reading area,
manipulatives, sensory exploration etc. Separate rooms would limit his choices. Stepping
Stones provides structured, safe opportunities to foster development of gross motor skills,
cognitive skills and social skills to nurture the “whole child”. My child is a whole child and I
want him treated as one. I have the right to choose a childcare facility that can provide this kind
of quality care for my child
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To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

| understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

| can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enrollment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enrollment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enroliment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

| prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,
families across the State.

Sincerely,

Melisa Helfonon lolt%lo%
Name Date
HS10 Toncs Rd. Beaveten  MT  Ugeiz
Address City State ZIP

Additional Comments:




To Whom It May Concern:

As a very concerned parent, I would like to take this opportunity to express
my wholehearted support for this proposed exception. My son has been
attending Stepping Stones Daycare for a little over a year now. Not once
have we ever encountered a problem with the staff, the facilities or the
overall environment at Stepping Stones. My son has never been hurt or
injured and has always been well taken care of. He feels very secure and
comfortable with the building, the staff and his friends who attend with him.
It is his “home away from home” for the majority of each week.

If the proposed exception is not considered, more than likely my son will
only have a 60% chance of continuing to attend the school that he is so
comfortable and happy with. And even if he is allowed to attend, I would not
be able then to afford the increased rates required to keep the building open.
As it is now, I am paying almost one quarter of my month’s salary to keep
my son in daycare. I cannot afford to pay much more without sacrificing the
ability to pay my other monthly liabilities.

Again, please consider the proposed exception. I do not want to have to
upset my son’s happiness and routine. I am sure they are many other
families that send their children to Stepping Stones that feel the same as I do
and have the same concems.

Thank you,

< //PV/] Qé}‘

Mellisa Hoffman






To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

I understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

I can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enrollment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enroliment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,



quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

I prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,

families across the State.
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To:  Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

| understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

I can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enrollment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enroliment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in haf by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

I prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,

families across the State.

Sincerely,
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To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

| understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
‘'youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

| can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enroliment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enroliment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own  If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the

purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

I prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,
families across the State.

Sincerely,
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To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

I understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

| can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enroliment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their ratés that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enrollment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. I they have to cut their room in haif by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

I prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned

about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,
families across the State.
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To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

| understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

| can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enroliment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enrollment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

[ prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,
families across the State.

Sincerely,
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To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

| understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

| can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enroliment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enroliment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enroliment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

I prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,
families across the State.

§incerely,

Caerit VCooam 10-13-0¢/
Name Date

1410 Boumbangh (. MM{dand 4T Us/a.
Address M City State ZIP

Additional Comments:

\\’\% Chald \W6s \aeon %&bf;ﬂ\d\‘ng ﬁ%{b‘?\\r\%
AN W&%Qb—ms | Peaschool K¢ Sues. T A0
the Sk Yok v i onlty 0N Poom, G
Moy AL of Mg woerhies Fhaie Goa S0
OGN ™08 Lo Vo OYMVIR Lot Kies Gyl
6&\8{\(‘% GN\D do‘\(\c\;\ LovYwe g Cwlddeon, T
Qo l Yk b nuwo proposal  ua (L only
CAt our rodis LW <ope Samilios  co
iy ablord wy o, Aad Meke Snme Somily'gs, @
4Q %6—0 Q. 00> o0 Duibeble Seeiliby | heeosd
& Vg Cash 0 NuiMon. R\ase Ko) ke ohor

e M/ Db D




To: Jim Finnamon, Director, Division of Child Daycare Licensing
Child Care Center Rules Advisory Committee

As a parent of a child currently enrolled at Stepping Stones Daycare & Preschool in Midland,
Michigan, | was recently informed about the new regulations being proposed by your
Committee. | can certainly understand and appreciate the Committee trying to enhance the
quality in all childcare centers across the State, however, | would like to add my support to
Stepping Stones’ recommendations for changes to the new childcare center rules proposed by
the Advisory Committee that | feel will work just as well or better.

I understand they are asking for proposed rule # R 400.5105b to be amended as follows:

R 400.5105b - Group size for preschool children.
Rule 105b. (1) A center shall assure the following maximum group size:
(a) For children 3 years of age the maximum group size is 20.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8.

(b) For children 4 years of age the maximum group size is 24.

(1) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:10.

(2) When there are mixed age groups in the same room, in self-contained space, on the
playground, or trips away from the center, the group size shall be determined by the age of the
youngest child in the group.

(a) An exception shall be granted to centers with rooms caring for not more than 2
groups of children in one self-contained space providing their caregiver to
child ratio is lowered to not more than 1:8 or 1:10, depending on the age of the
child as specified above.

This proposed exception would allow for a smaller, one-room center like Stepping Stones to
continue to offer the same top-quality childcare we have come to expect at the same family
friendly prices that we count on.

I can certainly understand limiting group sizes for larger rooms or centers that have the
capability of providing care in multiple classrooms. However, for Stepping Stones, it may mean
the following options:

1. They would have to cut their daily enroliment from their current licensed capacity of
34 to the proposed maximum group size of 20, cutting their daily enrollment by 41%.
That is an enormous decrease in the amount of families they can provide care for. In
doing this, they would be forced to raise their rates that | currently pay by as much as
50% to offset their expenses at a lower enroliment and in order for Stepping Stones
to be able to continue providing the quality programs they currently provide.
Unfortunately, this is an increase that my family, as well as many others, cannot
afford to pay.

2. They would have to remodel their building in order to make two separate classrooms
to accommodate their licensed capacity of 34 children. However, | strongly feel that
dividing their one room in two would limit the children’s wide variety of choices they
currently experience. As their one room is currently designed (which was just
remodeled within the past three years), they have specific areas for dramatic play,




quiet play, trucks, manipulatives, sensory exploration, etc. This allows the children to
make decisions about his/her activities while having the greatest possible number of
choices. Their one room center also allows for younger children to be comforted by
the presence of their older siblings, allowing them that extra security to become
confident when they venture off on their own. If they have to cut their room in half by
a dividing wall, options like the quiet area, dramatic play, and sensory centers would
have to be limited to only one of the groups at a time, which to me is defeating the
purpose of having such educational centers available to the children.

I prefer to send my child to Stepping Stones over a larger center with many separate rooms
because | feel it is a top quality program that offers my child a high quality educational program
and allows my child freedom of many choices in a bright, happy Center. | strongly feel that the
lower ratio of 1 to 8, which Stepping Stones currently operates at, allows my child/children the
safest possible, positive learning environment, at a price families can afford. Thank you for
taking the time to further evaluate the implications of this regulation, as | am very concerned
about the financial impact that your proposed changes would have on Centers and in turn,

families across the State.
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